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About us

The PEAK Urban programme aims to aid
decision-making on urban futures by:

1. Generating new research grounded in the
logic of urban complexity;

2. Fostering the next generation of leaders
that draw on different perspectives and
backgrounds to address the greatest urban
challenges of the 21st century;

3. Growing the capacity of cities to
understand and plan their own futures;

In PEAK Urban, cities are recognized

as complex, evolving systems that are
characterised by their propensity for
innovation and change. Big data and
mathematical models will be combined

with insights from the social sciences and
humanities to analyze three key arenas of
metropolitan intervention: city morphologies
(built forms and infrastructures) & resilience;
city flux (mobility and dynamics) and
technological change; as well as health and
wellbeing.

Contact

Dr Lucy Baker, research lead
lucy.baker@ouce.ok.ac.uk

TSU, University of Oxford
enquiries@tsu.ox.ac.uk
www.tsu.ox.ac.uk

PEAK Urban is managed by the Centre on
Migration, Policy and Society (COMPAS)

School of Anthropology and Museum
Ethnography,

University of Oxford,

8 Banbury Road,

Oxford, OX2 6QS

+44 (0) 1865 274706
@PEAK_Urban
www.peak-urban.org

Our framework

P

E

Emergence

A

Adoption

K

Knowledge
Exchange

Prediction

What can we now
predict and project
about cities?

What types of urban
structures and systems
are emerging?

How can we maximize
this knowledge
globally?

The PEAK Urban programme uses a framework with four inter-related
components to guide its work.

First, the sciences of Prediction are employed to understand how cities
evolve using data from often unconventional sources.

Second, Emergence captures the essence of the outcome from the
confluence of dynamics, peoples, interests, and tools that characterize
cities, which lead to change.

Third, Adoption signals to the choices made by states, citizens and
companies, given the specificities of their places, its resources and the
interplay of urban dynamics resulting in changing local power and influence
dynamics.

Finally, the Knowledge component accounts for the way in which knowledge
is exchanged or shared and how it shapes the future of the city.

PEAK Urban is funded by UK Research and Innovation as part of the Global
Challenges Research Fund.

UK Research
and Innovation

Global Challenges Research Fund

PEAK Urban is a partnership between:

UNIVERSIDAD

EAFIT

ihs’

INDIAN INSTITUTE FOR
HUMAN SETTLEMENTS
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